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We want to hear from you about what you think #FutureWhipps should look like.
Email whipps.future@bartshealth.nhs.uk or visit bartshealth.nhs.uk/futurewhipps
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Taurai Matare, Matron, Whipps Cross Eye Treatment Centre
I used to do Orthopaedics but when I moved from Northwick
Park to Whipps Cross I was put into an eye theatre by mistake!
And from then I was hooked on eyes; I didn’t want to do
anything else. When my patients come out and they can see,
I find that so satisfying. Whipps Cross has made me who I am
today. I wouldn’t want to work anywhere else. In the next 70
years I want to see the NHS continue to do what it does best:
provide the best and safest quality care.
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does NHS70 in style
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Our Whipps Cross family

Geoff Edwards, Porter at Whipps Cross
I was born two days after the NHS came into being. I
always think my mum and dad held on so they could
get me for free! I’ve always had this thing about
helping people. As I’m not academic and I couldn’t be
a Doctor or a Nurse or a technician, I thought working
as a porter would be the next best thing. And I’ve
never looked back. Long may the NHS continue.
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Our lovely new restaurant officially opened its
doors on Thursday 19 July. The revamp, which
took three months, has transformed our eating
area into a light, modern, relaxing place for our
patients, visitors and staff to take time out and
have a cup of coffee or nutritious meal. There
was a real celebratory mood during the event,
as one of our restaurant staff members cut the
ribbon and our Managing Director, Alan Gurney,
thanked all those who have been working hard
to turn our vision into a reality. This included
our partner Elior and Facilities Lead and Whipps
Cross hero Alastair Wilson. We hope you are all
enjoying this wonderful new facility and look
forward to many opportunities to use it over
the coming months and years.
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Thursday 5 July was a great day for
every single person who works in the
NHS, as people in the whole of the UK
wished its greatest institution a very
happy 70th birthday.
There was lots going on at Whipps Cross
and the whole of Barts Health NHS Trust.
We were joined by our CEO, Alwen Williams,
who visited Whipps on the first stop of her
epic tour of all our hospitals to thank our
hard working staff. Later on that day, Iain
Duncan Smith MP and Councillor Asghar
from Waltham Forest Council, joined staff in
a celebration in the board room. Iain Duncan
Smith thanked everyone at Whipps Cross and
praised the ‘warm and friendly atmosphere
of this unique and special place.’ Cllr Asghar,
who is taking part in Waltham Forest Council’s
‘Love Whipps Cross’ campaign to sign local
residents up to support a new hospital, said
that ‘everyone in our local communities owes
Whipps Cross a huge debt of gratitude.’
Later on that week, Whipps Cross was
proud to host the Barts Health NHS Trust
open day. Key projects at Whipps Cross, like
the redevelopment of the hospital and the
women’s and neonatal service transformation,
were joined by our partners as well as other
hospitals in the Trust to show our local
communities just what we’re about.
With thanks to our friends at Barts Charity
for supporting our birthday celebrations
and open day. Here’s to the next 70 years!

* * * Exciting news * * * Our new M&S store will be opening on Thursday 16 August at 10am * * * Exciting news * * *

The NHS celebrated its 70th birthday on Thu
rsday 5 July
– and what a celebration it was!

Whipps Cross

Hospital Timeline
1903
The West Ham Union Infirmary opens after three
years of construction at a cost of £186,000 to
the design of Francis Sturdy. The Infirmary hosts
672 beds in 24 wards. At this point there are
28 trained nurses and 63 untrained nurses.

1917
The Infirmary changes its name to Whipps
Cross Hospital coinciding with the visit of King
George V and Queen Mary. Whipps Cross
begins to take on the role of a general hospital
rather than a Poor Law institution.

1921
The Central Nursing Council approves Whipps
Cross as a nurse training school and examination
centre for state registration. By 1924 there were
53 trained and 130 student nurses. A training
school for male nurses is also established.

1941
Four new ward blocks are added to
the eastern end of the hospital alongside
two isolation wards, an operating theatre
and an extension to the nurses’ home.

1948
Whipps Cross comes under the management of
the new National Health Service (NHS)
and is administered by the Forest Group
Hospital Management Committee.

1968
The teaching of nurses from other hospitals
in the Forest Group is consolidated at the
new nursing education unit at Whipps Cross.
In the same year an intensive care unit was
established at the hospital, being one of the
first of its kind in the UK.

1972
A new accident and emergency unit
opens on the site. A new maternity
unit opened the following year on the
south west corner of the hospital site.

1992
Whipps Cross Hospital becomes a trust
hospital as part of Forest Healthcare Trust.

2012
Whipps Cross, Newham and Barts and
The London merge to form a new trust: Barts
Health NHS Trust. Major refurbishment of
the accident and emergency department is
completed ahead of the London 2012 Olympics.
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However, the Whipps Cross family had already
reached its own
significant milestone on Friday 17 November 2017
, which marked
100 years from the naming of Whipps Cross.
We are working hard to secure the future of our
hospital to turn it into a
health and wellbeing campus which will benefit
our local community in
the generations to come. Our rich history will alwa
ys make Whipps what
it is though, and will be a part of the future of our
hospital. Here’s a look
back at important dates in the Whipps Cross fami
ly’s journey to 100.
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seconds with

Dr Bijay Sinha,

Consultant Geriatrician, Whipps Cross Hospital

1912
The first operating room opens at
the hospital site. By this stage around
350 operations are performed per year.

1914 - 1918
The hospital cares for thousands of wounded
servicemen during the First World War.

1930
Management of Whipps Cross passes from the
Board of Guardians to the Public Assistance
Committee of West Ham Borough Council
following the Local Government Act of 1929.

1944
The hospital opens a preliminary training
school, in the former Wilfred Lawson Hotel
in Woodford. Pupil nurses are introduced to
the elements of nursing and subjects such as
anatomy before starting work on the wards.

1958
The outpatients department opens and existing
facilities are modernised. Outpatient facilities
expanded over subsequent years to include
orthodontics (1960) and child psychiatry (1961).

1969
Whipps Cross Hospital Radio, a registered
charity, is launched by the Walthamstow Lions
Club to provide entertainment and information
to the patients and staff. The station has been
broadcasting 24 hours a day since 2004.

1977
Connaught Day Hospital for the elderly opens.

2001
Whipps Cross is designated as a
University Hospital NHS Trust following
the creation of a teaching link with its
academic partner South Bank University.

How long have you
worked here?
I have worked at Whipps
for over 5 years.
What attracted you to the job?
The challenges involved in caring
for elderly patients.
What does your job involve?
I am a Consultant Geriatrician.
What do you like most
about your job?
Working together with different
healthcare professionals to help
our patients on Syringa ward.
What’s your proudest
achievement?
Syringa ward winning a
WXH Centenary award and a
Barts Health Heroes award.
What has been your
biggest challenge?
Maximising the different strengths
and skills of the members of the
Syringa MDT.

How did it feel to win a
Windrush award in the
leadership category?
It felt good to be appreciated
by colleagues.
How do you feel about the
NHS turning 70 this year?
Very proud. The NHS is the best
healthcare provider in the world.
What’s been your
greatest memory?
My greatest memory is colleagues
working round the clock to
improve the health and wellbeing
of the nation.
How would you spend
an ideal day off?
I’d spend time with my family
Tell us something surprising
about yourself
I am very good cricketer and
a decent cook as well.
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